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During the last few weeks Arthur Ligutenant who, gether with the

state chalrmen, is direeting LD? affairs temporarily, has tried
Crepeatedly to sse Colonel Tyulpanov.or some oth wgh-ranking

Russian officlal. Since no inkerview was granted, the LDP gave
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lowing a meotlug ol LDp i‘padef‘ iu which the g.tustion w,«
the Russiang refusid permission for the pubilestion in the

%one of 1”’1@ resolution tal en-«-»mme]vg disapprsvel 6Ff the
‘plan and of the arbitrary working methods of the IWK., In (;dmhmn,
~Dr. Kastner, Vice-Presideny of: b‘u“ TN’I\} wag oy sked m the Russiang
to lssue :ln the iame of the LDP 3 elesr stitement o the
that the party i: in favor of th% ‘t%mm,,reaf Plan, n,»x:c:.h a
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The LD? Hauptausschuss was to meet in Leipzig 3 ~ 5 August for

the purpose of discussing and raking arrangenents for the LDP ¥Farty
gonvention to be held in Elsenach about two weeks later. Howeve:,
in conformity with a Russian order, the meeting will be held in
the Bugssien Seector in Beriin instead of in leipzlg. The entire
Voliksrat 1= scheduled to convene in Berlin on the same date, so
that 211 those LDP officials who approve of the Russian policy nay
atvend, Another reason is that it will be essier to justify the
rresence of Dr. Kastner in Berlin than it would be in Ieipzig. In
addition, the Russians wish the Gensecke group, which is their
willing tool, to take part in the deliberations.

The Russians realize that if elections were held at the present
tine, a large number ¢ votes would be cast against the SEDy and
for this reason, they are most anxious to suppress the sutumn
elections. Dr. Kastner 1s therefore expected to demand at the
meeting in the name of the LDP, but actually by Russlan request,
that no elections be held this autumn, explalning that an elszction
camnaign would interrupt and retard the political and economie
recovery program. .

The propaganda campaign of the National Democratic Party and of
the Democratic Peasants Party has apparently reazhed the point

" where it would be possible to dissolve the old "bourgeols parties”

by accusing them of working against the interest of the people
(volksfeindiich). Nevertheless, the Russizns intend %o naintain
the status quo for the present time, feeiing that 1t is of major
importence that the fiction of a bloc poiicy be maintaincdy, whiie
the SED is esectuzlly inereasing its dominstion of the political
fleld. It is planaed to label all opposition against the SED
volicy "sabotege of the bloe poliecy" and to £ind ways and means

to render the present recslcitrant LDP and CDU leaders ineffectual
and harmless.
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